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Former civic chief, Abhijit 
Bangar posted as Commissioner 

Thane Municipal CorporationDouble decker to run 
in Navi Mumbai now

If all goes as per 
plan, Navi Mumbai will 
soon have double deck-
er buses like Mumbai. 
As per the official from 
the Navi Mumbai Mu-
nicipal Transport wing, 
ten new electric double 
decker buses will soon 
be added to the fleet. 
An agreement has been 
reached regarding this 
and its tender process 
has been implemented.

(More on page 8)

Principal Don Bosco 
receives 'Inspiring 

Women Edu Leader' 
Award

Acknowledging her 
competence in intro-
ducing and implement-
ing innovative teach-
ing methods,  Global 
Leaders Foundation 
has awarded "Inspiring 
Women Edu Leader” 
Award to  Mrs Sangita 
Bhattacharya, Principal 
of Don Bosco Nerul at 
the twenty third Global 
National Leadership 
Summit held recently. 
Mrs Sangita Bhattacha-
rya is a passionate 
educationist and has 
been at the forefront 
in implementing many 
innovative teaching 
methods.  

(More on page 8)

CIDCO grants major relief to 
Navi Mumbai real estate industry

Continued on page...14

By Chandrashekhar Hendve
In a recent meeting 

held at CIDCO Bha-
van between Dr. San-
jay Mukherjee, Vice 
Chairman & Manag-
ing Director of CI-
DCO & Raajesh Pra-
japati, Task Owner of 
CREDAI-MCHI, CI-
DCO informed about 
some major decisions 

taken with respect to 
the relief measures an-
nounced earlier. The 
measures which have 
been evaluated by the 
committee will now be 
implemented, further 
aiding the meteoric 
growth of the region’s 
development process.

The process was 
initiated back in May 

2022, when CREDAI-
MCHI, CIDCO & GoM 
made some major re-
lief announcements to 
the real estate indus-
try of Navi Mumbai 
as a part of the ‘Navi 
Mumbai Housing Re-
vival Program’. Some 
of the major changes 

By Ryhea George

The Navi Mumbai 
Municipal Corpora-

tion (NMMC) has won 
the Top Youth Mobilizer 
Award in India Swa-
chata League, while the 
Panvel City Municipal 
Corporation (PCMC) 
has won an apprecia-
tion award among the 
cities under three lakh 
population. The Indian 
Swachhata League is a 
competition which is In-
dia's first inter-city one 
led by youth towards 
building Garbage Free 
Cities. More than 1,800 
cities from Leh to Kan-
yakumari have been par-
ticipating by setting up a 
team for their city,and 
planning activities that 
was undertaken on Seva 
Diwas, the 17th of Sep-
tember.

Speaking to News-
band, Deputy Municipal 

Commissioner of Solid 
Waste Management De-
partment (NMMC) said, 
“We thank all the resi-
dents who participated 
in the league. We spe-
cially thank our captain 
Shankar Mahadevan for 
motivating the people 
and mostly the youth to 
come forward and work 
towards being a garbage 
free city.”

PCMC Deputy Com-
missioner Kailas Gawde, 
Assistant Commissioner 
Dr. Vaibhav Vidhate, 
Chief Accounts and Fi-
nance Officer Mangesh 
Gawde, Department 
Head Anil Kokre, Sani-
tation Inspector Shailesh 
Gaikwad accepted this 
award on behalf of 
PCMC.

Speaking to News-
band, Sachin Pawar, 

Continued on page...13

NMMC wins Top Youth 
Mobilizer award in Indian 

Swachata League 2022
PCMC also wins appreciation award in 

under category of 3 Lakh population

GoM acknowledges CREDAI- MCHI’s long-standing 
demands on clearance of airport NOC, betterment charges 

in the NAINA Area, and more to boost Mumbai realty

By Chandrashekhar Hendve

An Indian Adminis-
trative Service offi-

cer working on the post 
of Thane Collector and 
having extensive ex-
perience in various ad-
ministrative positions, 
Rajesh Narvekar took 
charge as the Navi 
Mumbai Municipal Cor-
poration Administra-
tor and Commissioner 
in the evening on 30th 
September. Additional 
Commissioner Sanjay 
Kakade welcomed him 
on behalf of the Mu-
nicipal Corporation.

Former commission-
er, Abhijit Bangar has 
been posted as commis-
sioner Thane Municipal 
Corporation.

A graduate in Histo-
ry, Mr. Rajesh Narvekar 
is a 2009 IAS officer. 

Before joining as Thane 
Collector, he was work-
ing as Joint Secretary to 
the Chief Minister.

While working as 
Collector, Thane, under 
his guidance, various in-
novative schemes were 

implemented under the 
District Annual Plan. 
Some of these included:

• Preparation of de-
tailed project report for 
construction of transpar-
ent skywalk, viewing 
gallery in Malshej Ghat 
area of Murbad Taluka.

Continued on page...13
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For any business enter-
prise, manufacturing 

or service, quality assur-
ance / control is extremely 
important. It ensures that 
products / services are up 
to expected standards and 
best in terms of bench-
marking with global norms. 
As the Indian economy gets inte-
grated with the world economy, 
quality consciousness and expecta-
tions from customers are enormous. 
Hence quality professionals are in 
great demand.
There are two dimensions in this 
coveted profession: “internal” and 
“external”. While the former are 
quality professionals inside the 
company ensuring quality norms, 
external agencies are quality stan-
dard auditors / accreditors who en-
sure that everything is happening 
as per norms. Both these are equal-
ly crucial and offer substantive job 
opportunities to aspiring youth.
Major Job Profiles:
Quality Assurance / Control Experts: 
These are quality experts within the 
company who are responsible for 
final quality checking before goods 
go out. These include designations 
like inspectors, weighers, testers, 
sorters, etc. They are responsible 
for all quality assurance functions 
related to performance, reliability, 
standard and international norms. 
Besides conducting periodic tests 
and checks, they also act as problem 
shooters at ground level.
Internal Quality Management Pro-
fessionals: These experts are re-
sponsible for developing quality 
managed processes and training all 
people within the company so that 
they adhere to quality procedures. 
They also work in close coordination 
with external quality inspectors.
ISO Quality Jobs: ISO 9001 stan-
dards provide the leading qual-
ity management system (QMS) to 
manufacturing / service enterprises 
for their continuous business im-
provement and increased customer 
satisfaction. They provide indepen-
dent approval from a third party 
about quality standards of products 
/ services. ISO has several other 
types besides the standard of 9001. 
These include ISO 14000 on envi-
ronmental issues, ISO 27000 re-
garding data security and privacy, 
ISO 22000 reg food security and 
control, among others. All these 
audit companies offer substantial 
job opportunities for quality pro-
fessionals as auditor or lead audi-
tor. However, all these jobs need 
some amount of work experience.

BIS Officer: Bureau of In-
dian Standards (BIS) is the 
national standards body set 
up by the government of 
India to ensure quality of 
goods. For some industries 
for public health safety, the 
BIS certifications have been 
made mandatory. There is 

thus a good opportunity at BIS for 
students who would like to make 
quality assurance as a career.
Six Sigma Consultants: Six sigma 
is a set of specialized tools used 
to minimize defects and improve 
quality of goods. Six sigma experts 
undertake various problem-solving 
tools to achieve this. There are sev-
eral levels of certifications, most 
preferred being lean six sigma “yel-
low belt” and “black belt”. These 
professionals are in a high demand 
zone as quality experts both within 
the company as well as external 
consultants.
Educational Qualifications:
A basic graduation degree in any 
disciple can be the starting point 
for a quality profession. However, 
most recruiters prefer a master's 
degree. An MBA degree with “op-
eration / manufacturing specializa-
tion” is possibly the most preferred 
qualification. Special certifications 
like ISO or six sigma are preferred 
for a successful quality profession. 
Certification in “Agile” is the other 
preferred certification as combina-
tion of six sigma and agile is essen-
tial for a perfect quality strategist.
Needed Competencies:
Strong practical application, prob-
lem solving, analytical skills, cus-
tomer focus are the most needed 
competencies for a successful ca-
reer in quality domain. Communi-
cation ability, both oral as well as 
written, is preferred. Many jobs in 
the quality domain need work ex-
perience and hence internship dur-
ing degrees is desirable.
Conclusions:
As India endeavors to become a 
global manufacturing hub, focus on 
quality will continue. Job opportu-
nities in quality will, therefore, be 
substantial in future for the right 
type of students.
Dr A K Sen Gupta is the Founder 
and Convener, Higher Education 
Forum (HEF). He is former Di-
rector of SIES College of Man-
agement Studies (SIESCOMS), 
Navi Mumbai and Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan’s S P Jain Insti-
tute of Management & Research 
(SPJIMR), Mumbai. He may be 
contacted at aksengupta51@
gmail.com or 9821128103.

Youth Corner: Career Opportunities - 
Career Opportunities– Quality Domain

Dr. A.K. Sen Gupta

By Ryhea George

The Raigad Zilla Parishad Higher 
Primary School, Kamothe con-

ducted a seven day Aadhaar Enroll-
ment/Correction Camp for school stu-
dents through NCP. As the number of 
registered Aadhaar card students is low, 
the students were facing difficulties in 
availing various schemes, services and 
grants of the state government and in 
order not to be deprived of the benefits 
of the government schemes, Raigad 
Zilla Parishad Higher Primary School 
had requested an Aadhaar card camp 
from the District Vice President of Na-
tionalist Congress Party, Panvel City, 

Ajinath Sawant.
Speaking to Newsband, Ajinath 

Sawant said, “The total strength of the 
school is 565. Enrolment of 250 stu-
dents and the information of 222 stu-
dents needed to be updated/corrected. 
Accordingly, machinery and staff were 
made available through the Indian Post 
Department. As many as 100 students 
got new Aadhaar registration and 200 
students got their Aadhaar updated in 
this camp. School Principal for the 
camp Mr. Suryakant Karanjikar and 
teachers also got special support from 
Postmaster, Sub Post Office (S.O.) Ka-
mothe and Vashi Divisional Office.”

NCP Panvel organises Aadhaar card camp

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority 
(JNPA) was acclaimed as the Most 

Admired Central Entity promoting 
PPP (Ports) at the “Economic Times 
Infra Focus Awards 2022”.

The PPP mode of investment in 
the country’s port sector 
has witnessed significant 
progress in the last 25 
years. Jawaharlal Nehru 
Port entered into a historic 
agreement with the private 
player, Nhava Sheva Inter-
national Container Termi-
nal (NSICT), in July 1997, 
making it the first Port Ter-
minal to be developed on a 
PPP basis in Major Ports. 
JNPA was the first Port to 
enter this agreement, which 
resulted in capacity addi-
tion and improved productivity. The 
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Container Ter-
minal (JNPCT) for which a conces-
sion agreement was signed between 
JNPA and JM Baxi Ports and Logis-
tics Ltd. - CMA Terminals on July 29, 
2022, making JNPA India’s first 100% 
Landlord- Major Port.

The award was received by Shri 
Unmesh Sharad Wagh, IRS, Dy. Chair-
man, JNPA. Expressing gratitude at 
the event, Shri Unmesh Sharad Wagh, 
IRS, Dy. Chairman, JNPA thanked all 
the JNPA employees and stakeholders. 
He added this award recognizes our 
efforts and our efficient service to our 

stakeholders and customers.
The Economic Times Infrastruc-

ture Awards aim at recognizing and 
rewarding the nation’s best with the 
benchmark that every other organiza-
tion in the sector looks up to. They fo-

cus on singling out the organizations, 
including developers, central & state 
entities, and financers who exhibit 
world-class leadership, outstanding 
business acumen, best practices, ex-
emplary vision, and overall excellence 
in the conceptualization, development, 
and implementation of PPP projects, 
creating a legacy for others to emulate. 
The awards also acknowledge the ef-
forts of organizations shaping the In-
dia of tomorrow.

JNPA was also recently awarded 
with ‘Major Port of the Year- Con-
tainerized Port category’ award at the 
“Maritime and Logistics Awards 2022.”

JNPA adds another feather to its 
cap; Bags the Most Admired Central 
Entity promoting PPP (Ports) award
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By Chandrashekhar Hendve

It was an auspicious 
evening for the coun-

try’s leading wellness 
centre as the Govern-
ment of India presented 
Atmantan with the ‘Best 
Wellness Centre’ (west) 
award at the National 
Tourism Awards 2018-
19. Held at Raj Bhavan, 
Delhi, the ceremony 
saw the Hon’ble Min-
ister of Tourism Shri 
G. Kishan Reddy and 
the Hon’ble Vice Presi-
dent of India Shri Jag-
deep Dhankhar present 
the award to founders 
Sharmilee Agrawal Ka-
pur and Nikhil Kapur on 
National Tourism Day.

Through this award 
the Ministry of Tourism 
recognises Atmantan's 
revolutionary achieve-
ments in the health and 
wellness segment. Ap-
preciating the efforts to-
wards the development 
of Indian tourism, Vice 
President of India, Shri 
Jagdeep Dhankhar said, 
"It is the recognition of 
the hard work that not 
only pays homage to our 
country's culture but In-
dian Tourism sector has 
also emerged as one of 
the key drivers of growth 
for nation's economy & 
employment generation 
post covid.

He underlined that 
the ministry of tourism 
is making sure that every 
sector of tourism is on an 
incremental trajectory. 
He also described India 

as “heaven for tourism” 
and urged Indians to ex-
plore domestic tourist 
destinations first before 
considering Interna-
tional travel. Aligned 
with the growing global 
interest in our ancient 
practices of healing such 
as Ayurveda and Yoga, 
he also emphasized that 
India has immense po-
tential in the field of 
medical and wellness 
tourism.

Talking about the 
proud moment, Sharmi-
lee Agrawal Kapur, Co-
Founder, Atmantan, said, 
“Our journey of more 
than half a decade has 
been a serious endeavor 
towards creating a space 
synonymous with result-
driven wellness while 
integrating the best of 
Indian ancient sciences. 
Being recognised on 
such a prestigious plat-
form by esteemed digni-
taries fills our heart with 

immense pride and joy. 
It encourages us to grow 
the Atmantan story fur-
ther, and we are thankful 
to the Government of 
India for this prestigious 
recognition"

Speaking about At-
mantan’s journey, Nikh-
il Kapur, Co-Founder, 
Atmantan, said, “This 
award is a testament to 
Atmantan’s commit-
ment towards wellness 
and transformation. In 
today’s times, people 
are engulfed by stress, 
anxiety and lack of 
peace. Therefore, the 
idea behind Atmantan 
was to help build a na-
tion that lives healthy on 
the outside and inside as 
well. We are incredibly 
pleased that the Govern-
ment of India has recog-
nised and rewarded our 
vision. This award in-
spires us to do more."

Furthermore, elabo-
rating on the wellness 

sector, he added, “Well-
ness tourism is on the 
rise world over as peo-
ple everywhere are em-
bracing Indian culture & 
holistic health practices. 
At Atmantan, we have 
a multi-dimensional 
view of health and we 
use many sciences & 
modalities (Ayurveda, 
Naturopathy, Oriental 
Medicine, Yoga, Fit-
ness, Energy Healing 
and counseling) to build 
personalized healing 
programmes for our 
guests.”

Atmantan has rede-
fined luxury wellness 
tourism in the country 
from just a 'leisurely 
break' to 'self-healing 
transformation.' At-
mantan has received a 
plethora of accolades 
for its initiatives in the 
past. The ‘Best Well-
ness Center’ award 
adds another feather in 
its illustrious cap.

Atmantan wins ‘Best Wellness Centre’ 
at the National Tourism Awards

Golu, a South Indian Navratri 
festival, is a nine days  

celebration through display 
and decorations of dolls 
and figurines of human 
beings including idols. 
Golu is kept facing East 
with 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11 
steps in all South Indian 
families and all dolls and 
idols are kept in the boxes on 
the subsequent day of Dashmi. 
Mr. Shivaram, Founder of Iyer's 
Food and Snacks says, "Golu 
was a low key affair in 2020 & 
2021 during covid pandemic. It 

was during this time, the idea 
of Iyer's was conceptualised 

and in February 2021,  
inspired by the idea of 

Golu, the concept came 
into being and with this 
started the home deliv-
ery of proper quality 

food. Iyer's has brought 
in many innovations and 

currently it has turned into a 
full fledged catering service, 
events, workshops and tradi-
tional clothings. 

Please refer website 
www.iyersfoods.com

Delivering healthy and nutritious  
food is the goal of Iyer's

Jai Ambe…

Jai Ambe Navratra Ustav Mandal, Sector 9, Vashi has been cel-
ebrating Shardiya Navratri since 1996 with devotion and reli-
gious fervor. . Founder President:  (Late) Prakash S Mate - Ex 
Corporator, Chairman: Mahesh Mate; Secretary: Bhaskar Shet-
ty; Treasurer: Vilas Kamble. (Text and Photo by Ashok Dhamija)

A glimpse of Durga Mata idol of Ashok Patil Mitra Mandal and 
Jai Bhawani Mitra Mandal at Sector 15, Airoli 

(By Chandrashekhar Hendve)
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Begging is one of the most serious social issues 
in India. It is unfortunate that despite our country 
making rapid economic growth, a large section of the 
society still reels under poverty. Growth of any city 
is synonymous to its industrialization and economic 
development. The huge manpower needed for sus-
taining this development process actuates the rural 
urban shift leading to migration from nearby rural 
areas. Most of the time the city is not able to provide 
the basic amenities required for living to this migrat-
ing population, who then seek shelter in the slums. 
These squatter settlements or slums are in fact the 
by-product of uncontrolled urbanization. The slum 
population keeps multiplying at a very high rate and 
more mouths to feed than hands to earn, leading 
family members especially the children, either into 
crime or begging. These are two fields, which do not 
require any sort of investments and are a source of 
easy money.

The moment you stop your car at the traffic red 
light, scores of beggars come running and ask for 
alms. Whether it is a dirty looking woman with a 
child in her arm or a little boy with a runny nose 
banging the car window or a handicapped old man 
asking for coins- the scenario is the same whether at 
railway stations, tourist spots, temples etc.  If some-
one refuses to pay, they dare to abuse and even try 
to inflict damage on the vehicles in their bid to show 
displeasure. If a person happens to be travelling in 
an auto rickshaw, they create embarrassing scenes by 
touching feet, begging with folded hands, displaying 
empty stomachs and sometimes by even crying, in 
turn forcing the person to yield and give alms. At 
times, out of sheer pity, we tend to give them some 
coins or money and shoo them away.

Apart from this, these beggars along with the 
vendors pose a grave accident threat as they continue 
with their business without caring for the traffic and 
the onus for their safety lies with the vehicle driver.

Begging in India has become a big racket. For 
many, begging is just like any other profession. They 
go out to earn money, not by working, but by beg-
ging. In fact, there are begging gangs, who have their 
own gang leaders. Each leader allotts a particular 
territory for a group of beggars and the day’s earn-
ings are shared among them. These beggars are so 
involved in begging that they don’t want to work 
elsewhere.

The government, various organizations, activists 
claim that many measures have been taken to abolish 
begging and it has been successful to a certain ex-
tent. But the trend of begging still continues. While 
the government is doing its bit, we too can help in 
curbing this menace to some extent. The best way to 
do so is to stop giving alms. Instead of giving coins, 
one may give them food instead, if the beggars claim 
to be hungry. But efforts should be made to persuade 
them to slog for earning their livelihood rather than 
resorting to easy money making through begging. 
The physically handicapped beggars should be taken 
care of. Beggars who are willing to work should be 
trained according to their ability, health and talent. 
The ban on begging will help curb the trend of forc-
ing children into this trade. The government should 
provide necessary vocational training to rehabilitate 
them. If begging is not checked immediately, it will 
turn out to be a big social evil in the near future.

A menace to the society

Corporator Bharati Patil demands closing of sewage drain in Koparkhairane
By Ryhea George

For almost more than a year, the 
residents of Koperkhairane 

have been complaining about the 
open sewage drain at the rear of 
the Mahalakshmi Temple in Sec-
tor-14. Due to open flow of sewage 
water, not only there is abnoxious 
stench, the residents also have to 
face the menace of mosquitoes. 
A letter highlighting the plight 
of the residents has been written 
by local corporator Bharati Patil 
to Maharashtra Chief Minister 

Eknath Shinde.
Speaking to Newsband, 

Bharati Patil said, “I have been 
following up the issue since a 
year, but there has been no posi-
tive response till date from the 
officials. I was told that since 
the pandemic was going on, the 
matter would be looked at now. 
But even now, the issue contin-
ues to be ignored. I even met  the 
former MLA Sandeep Naik re-
garding this. Recently I met the 
Chief Minister Eknath Shine and 

Deputy Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis and explained the issue 
of the sewage drain and how it 
needs to be closed as soon as pos-
sible."

Patil added, “We requested 
that the area of the drain needs to 
be cleaned and a parking arrange-
ment could be made on the drain 
like the pay and park facility as in 
sector- 17 Vashi Navi Mumbai or 
a jogging track could be made for 
the citizens to walk in the place and 
the place should be beautified."
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• Construction of 
Forest Tourism Center 
at Thitbi, Naneghat in 
Murbad taluka and Son-
ale in Padgha forest area 
of Bhiwandi taluka un-
der Forest Tourism De-
velopment Programme.

• Installation of nets 
in dangerous areas in 
Malshej Ghat area to 
prevent landslide acci-
dents and for the safety 
of tourists.

• Under the tourism 
development program 
Malshej Ghat, Gorakh-
gad in Murbad taluka, 
Palu, Singapur and Sid-
dhagad which is the 
burial place of Martyr 
Bhai Kotwal in Thane 
district to provide basic 
facilities for tourists.

• Construction of 
large-scale forest ponds 
and forest dams in Bhi-
wandi, Shahapur and 
Murbad taluka to ensure 
abundant and perennial 
availability of drinking 
water for wildlife.

• Efforts to make vil-
lages tanker free by sup-
plying water to villages 
through cement concrete 
dams.

• To implement the 
tool bank concept for 
the upliftment of farm-
ers through women's 
self-help groups.

• Promotion of self-
employment by provid-
ing battery operated 
moped bikes to disabled 
persons.

• Efforts were made 
for the upliftment of 
farmers through various 
schemes related to agri-

culture and efforts were 
made to raise the stan-
dard of living of farmers 
by implementing various 
activities like vegetable 
cultivation program un-
der human development 
programme.

While strengthening 
the medical facilities 
during the Corona pe-
riod, modular operation 
theaters were set up in 
various government and 
municipal hospitals in 
the district and modular 
labor rooms and modern 
laundries were set up in 
some hospitals.

• A modern agri-
culture project is being 
implemented on ap-
proximately more than 
60 acres of land in the 
abandoned alms house 
at Kalyan in Jambhul 
taluka and the first agro 

tourism center is being 
developed there through 
the district administra-
tion.

• Sports Excellence 
Center in Thane city 
provided world class 
weightlifting sports 
equipment for daily 
practice.

• Town Hall in the 
central part of Thane 
city and self. Uttamrao 
Patil Biodiversity Park 
was upgraded.

Similarly during the 
Covid-19 affected peri-
od, he was instrumental 
in arranging 80 railway 
trains and 5700 ST buses 
for migrant laborers and 
citizens from Thane to 
their native villages. He 
also arranged distribu-
tion of 2 lakh food items 
every day under a com-
munity kitchen.

He distributed around 
20,000 bags of essen-
tial food supplies to the 
needy in Thane district 
and arranged transporta-
tion from Mumbai Air-
port to Thane for 13,834 
passengers arriving in 
Thane district through 
1419 flights from 53 
countries under 'Vande 
Bharat Mission'. In 20 
hotels in Thane and 
Navi Mumbai, arrange-
ments were made to iso-
late these passengers for 
7 days and an RT-PCR 
test was also arranged. 
As most of the flights 
arrive at the airport at 
night, care was taken 
to ensure that the work 
would continue round 
the clock.

E-passes were ar-
ranged for passengers 
to travel from Thane to 

other districts. He also 
helped in arranging for 
smooth operation of 
oxygen supply in 600 
hospitals requiring oxy-
gen in Thane district. 
He arranged the supply 
of Remdesivir and To-
cizumab injection need-
ed for the treatment of 
Covid-19.

Earlier in the year 
1994, from Ratnagiri, 
Rajesh Narvekar started 
his administrative career 
from the post of pro-
bationary Deputy Col-
lector. He then joined 
as District Officer, En-
tertainment Tax De-
partment, Stamp Duty 
Department, MHADA, 
MIDC. Before being 
appointed as Collector, 
Thane, he was work-
ing as Joint Secretary to 
Chief Minister.

Continued from page...1

Former civic chief, 
Abhijit Bangar...

Continued from page...1

NMMC wins Top 
Youth Mobilizer...

PCMC Deputy Commis-
sioner said, “We have re-
ceived the results of our 
hard work and we aim to 
keep doing it in future 
as well. We are planning 
various activities with 
various age categories 
to spread more aware-
ness about cleanliness. 

We are going to start a 
new program for grade 
5th to 9th and we are 
also planning to have a 
startup for college stu-
dents.   We will be plan-
ning to work at all levels 
of making the garbage 
free including process-
ing, collection and trans-
portation and be procur-
ing new machinery to 
get the ball rolling.”

By Sainath Bhoir

The frequent chang-
ing climate seems 

to be a favourable con-
dition for vector-borne 
diseases. As per the data 
from the health depart-
ment of the Navi Mum-
bai Municipal Corpo-
ration (NMMC), since 
January 2022, 10 den-
gue patients, 68 malaria 
patients and 41 swine flu 
patients have been regis-
tered with the municipal 
corporation limits.

At present, the num-
ber of patients receiving 
treatment for diseases in 
private hospitals is large. 
Compared to last year, 
the number of vector-
borne patients is more 

this year. In the year 
2021, there were 8 pa-
tients of dengue and 44 
patients of malaria. This 
year, till September, 68 
patients have been diag-
nosed with malaria and 
10 patients with dengue, 
said Chief Medical Offi-
cer Dr. Pramod Patil.

As part of its ac-
tivities to destroy the 
breeding sites, the Navi 
Mumbai Municipal Cor-
poration has visited 7782 
places to find mosquito 
breeding sites. Dengue 
mosquito breeding has 
been found at 297 places 
in the city. 6483 houses 
have been sprayed with 
medicine and 7332 hous-
es have been fumigated.

Malaria cases rise in 
Navi Mumbai

Since January, 68 patients of malaria  
and 10 patients of dengue reported
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By Ryhea George

Shaheed Bhagat Singh, at the age of 
just 23 years gave his blood and 

life for the country and is counted as 
one of the bravest freedom fighters in 
Indian history. On 28th September, 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), Navi 
Mumbai and AAP Yuva Sanghatan 
celebrated the birth anniversary of 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh by organising 
various events.

Speaking to Newsband, Shyamb-
hau Kadam, AAP Navi Mumbai Work-
ing President said, “A blood donation 

camp was organized at Nerul at the 
public relations office of Sudhir Pan-
dey, Vice President AAP-Navi Mum-
bai, social worker and retired chief 
engineer from Merchant Navy. This 
camp was organized in collaboration 
with a blood bank. In this camp, Yuwa 
team volunteers of AAP Navi Mumbai, 
participated with excitement by donat-
ing blood. Similarly, Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh Jayanti was also celebrated at 
the office of AAP Navi Mumbai Joint 
Secretary Sardar Kulwinder Singh 
Bindra near Airoli Gurdwara.”

AAP NM celebrates Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
Jayanti by conducting blood donation camp

By Sainath Bhoir

With an aim to en-
sure motorists fol-

low traffic rules and road 
discipline, the Vashi Re-
gional Transport Office 
(RTO) imparted lessons 
on road safety to new li-
cense holders. They also 
spread awareness about 
the ill-effects of driving 
under the influence of al-

cohol and spread aware-
ness on de-addiction.

New trainee drivers 
who gave their driving 
tests were eligible for 
the awareness workshop, 
informed Sub-Regional 
Transport Department 
Officer Hemangi Patil.  
In total, 100 people par-
ticipated in this work-
shop.

The workshop was 
conducted by Ajinkya 
Gaikwad and Kiran La-
ture of the sub-regional 
transport department.

“Information was 
provided about various 
traffic rules. The youths 
were urged to keep away 
from addiction and fol-
low traffic discipline," 
informed Patil.

Vashi RTO imparts lessons on road 
safety to new license holders

Continued from page...1

CIDCO grants 
major relief to...

include an extension 
of the period of four 
years for the construc-
tion of all plots taking 
additional FSI under 
UDCPR, execution of 
Modified Agreement as 
per UDCPR and clear-
ance of Airport NOC 
issuance from CIDCO. 
Apart from these, let-
ters have also been 
issued to MahaRERA 
to deregister unauthor-
ized projects in the 
NAINA area, among 
others. In MMR, real 
estate continues to 
provide a good hedge 
against inflation and 
such measures contin-
ue to further boost the 
growth of the market 
in the region

Speaking on the im-
plementation of the re-
lief measures, Dr. San-
jay Mukherjee, VC & 
MD, CIDCO said, “CI-
DCO as a progressive-
minded organization is 
glad to announce that 
most of the proposed re-
lief measures under the 
‘Navi Mumbai Housing 
Revival Program’ have 
been implemented while 
some are still under pro-
cess for approval by the 
state government. These 

measures will surely 
give a fillip to the real 
estate industry in Navi 
Mumbai. CIDCO has 
been at the forefront in 
acting as a catalyst for 
bringing an optimistic 
change in Navi Mum-
bai’s business environ-
ment.”

Boman Irani, 
President, CREDAI-
MCHI stated, “MMR 
has witnessed a spurt 
in sales this year, 
surpassing the sales 
made last year. We 
are happy that as an 
association we could 
highlight the issues 
of the real estate in-
dustry and get them 
resolved with the help 
of CIDCO. We con-
tinue to coordinate 
with the government 
authorities to enable 
a seamless flow of in-
formation for the rec-
ommendations tabled 
and we hope that the 
holistic measures will 
be able to revamp the 
industry.”

Raajesh Prajapati, 
Task Owner for CRE-
DAI-MCHI said, “The 
real estate industry in 
Navi Mumbai was un-
der tremendous stress 
due to several chal-
lenges. We are thank-
ful to Chief Minister 

Shri Eknath Shinde for 
addressing the issues 
thoughtfully and in the 
right spirit. These re-
lief measures will go 
a long way in the re-
vival of the real estate 
industry which has al-
ready seen an upswing 
in Navi Mumbai and is 
helping thousands of 
home buyers get their 
flats. We request the 
GoM to quickly act on 
the proposals submit-
ted by CIDCO so that 
new areas like Dronag-
iri, Pushpak Nagar, etc 
can benefit from these 
measures.”    

10 Major relief 
measures which have 
been implemented are 
as follows:
1. Extension of up to 

a period of 4 years 
for construction of 
all plots taking ad-
ditional FSI under 
UDCPR

2. Grant of time exten-
sion up to 3 years 
on a single applica-
tion

3. Universal grant of 9 
months to all plots 
as Covid relief

4. The betterment 
charges in NAINA 
area are reduced 
and the infrastruc-
ture contribution 
charges are pro-

posed to be recov-
ered from the last 
beneficiary, the end 
user, and not from 
the first owner

5. Instalment facility 
for payment of pre-
mium charges

6. Execution of Modi-
fied Agreement as 
per UDCPR

7. Clearance of Airport 
NOC issue from CI-
DCO’s side

8. Instalments in pay-
ments of infrastruc-
ture charges in the 
22.5% scheme

9. EODB cell has been 
established

10. Letters have been 
issued to MahaRE-
RA to deregister un-
authorized projects 
in NAINA area.  
Some announce-

ments which have been 
followed up & sent to 
the government for 
clearance are:
1. Committee for fi-

nancial issues 
raised by develop-
ers has been formed 
& final clearance is 
expected soon

2. Proposal for imple-
mentation of regu-
lation 10.15 has 
been sent to GOM 
for final approval

3. Proposal for place-
ment of officers at 

CIDCO Bhavan for 
speedy disposal of 
maveja issue has 
been sent to GOM
With respect to the 

new issues brought 
forward by Task Force 
CIDCO clarified the 
following:
1. Issue of 0.1 FSI in 

PMC will be re-
solved after a dia-
log between PMC 
officials & CIDCO 
officials.

2. Implementation of 
TDR in CIDCO 
plots under PMC 
has been approved 

in the last Board 
meeting & has been 
sent to GOM for ap-
proval

3. Plinth CC and Habi-
tat CC will not be 
insisted upon by 
CIDCO

4. Proposal for imple-
mentation of UD-
CPR Clauses in 
NAINA areas are 
under consideration

5. CIDCO is open to 
suggestions regard-
ing the construction 
of roads by individ-
ual developers on a 
case-to-case basis.
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By Ryhea George

To promote literacy and edu-
cation, Bhagvan Chitragupt 

puja will be organized by Chi-
transh Foundation Navi Mum-
bai in Kharghar. Social worker 
Rajesh Shrivastava conducted 
a meeting on 28th September 
in Kharghar and asked all the 
members of Kayasth commu-
nity to go ahead with the com-
munity bonding initiative.

This puja will be conducted 
on 27th October at Kharghar, 
sector-12, Hanuman Mandir 
Campus.

According to mythology, Chi-
tragupt has been bestowed with 
the power to decide if the person 
after death goes to heaven or hell. 
The community called Kayasth 

are the followers of Chitragupt. 
This puja is done on the second 
day of Diwali by keeping a pen 

and ink pot during the puja indi-
cating the importance of writing 
and learning.

Rajesh Shrivastava informed, 
“We have organized such pujas 

back in 2019 in Kharghar and 
along with that a grand Kayasth 
Milan Samaroh was also held 

where more than 5000 Kay-
asth attended that time. This 
time also, we are expecting 
more than 1000 Kayasth 
from various parts of Mum-
bai and Navi Mumbai. This 
is the first time our organi-
zation is celebrating it with 
Murti Puja in Mumbai and 
Navi Mumbai.

Amitabh Shrivastava, 
a resident said, “This is the 
second time we are organiz-

ing this puja. But this time we 
are expecting at least a footfall of 
1000 people to come for the puja, 
which is observed to embrace lit-
eracy and education.”

To promote literacy, Bhagvan Chitragupt 
Puja to be organized by Chitransh Foundation

By Crime Reporter

The Anti-Human Trafficking Unit raided the 9 
Tanki hookah parlour for illegally operating till 

late night on the 14th floor of the Meridian Centre 
building in Sanpada Sector-31A. On Tuesday during 
wee hours 10 customers and the manager of the hoo-
kah parlour were sitting in the said hookah parlour to 
smoke hookah. A waiter and 7 others have detained a 
total of 17 people. In this action, the police seized the 
materials and tobacco products required for hookah 
smoking and registered a case against all of them.

The Anti-Trafficking Unit received informa-
tion that there is an illegal 9 Tanki hookah parlour 
on the 14th floor of the Meridian Centre building 

in Sanpada Sector-31A and that nicotine and to-
bacco products are being used in hookah at the 
place. Therefore, senior police officers had been 
ordered to take action against the said hookah par-
lour. Accordingly, Senior Police Inspector Parag 
Sonwane and his team raided the hookah parlour.

At this time, it was found that 10 customers were 
smoking hookah. The team of the anti-human traf-
ficking cell has registered a case under the Ciga-
rettes and Tobacco Products Act against a total of 17 
people including the manager and waiter.

Action taken against 9 Tanki hookah parlour in Sanpada
17 people including hookah 
parlour operator detained
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By Sainath Bhoir

If all goes as per plan, 
Navi Mumbai will 

soon have double deck-
er buses like Mumbai. 
As per the official from 
the Navi Mumbai Mu-
nicipal Transport wing, 
ten new electric double 
decker buses will soon 
be added to the fleet. 
An agreement has been 
reached regarding this 
and its tender process 
has been implemented.

For the past several 
years, Navi Mumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
(NMMT) has been run-
ning at a loss. There-
fore, various initiatives 
are being undertaken 
to make the transport 
department more profit-
able.

NMMT has started 
using CNG and electric 
vehicles over diesel to 
avoid environmental 
pollution and cut on 
losses. Accordingly, 180 
buses have been taken in 
the fleet of Navi Mum-

bai Transport under the 
FAME 1 and FAME 2 
schemes of the Cen-
tral Government. Now 
75 more buses will be 
taken. Among them, 15 
electric buses and two 
electric double decker 
buses for tourists will be 
introduced in the next 3 
months. So in total, ten 
electric double decker 
buses will be introduced 
in eight months.

The Transport De-
partment has a total of 
567 buses. Of these, 
430-450 buses ply on 
the road every day. It 
has 197 buses on diesel. 
180 electric buses and 
109 CNG buses are ply-

ing on the roads. Over-
all 51% eco-friendly 
and 49% diesel buses 
are running. Therefore, 
in the future, increasing 
this percentage, more 
and more eco-friendly 
buses will be seen on 
the road. “Navi Mumbai 
Transport Department 
has emphasized on pur-
chasing eco-friendly 
electric buses to avoid 
pollution. In the next 
few days, 15 electric 
buses and double decker 
buses will be inducted 
into the transport fleet 
and a tender process has 
been conducted for it”, 
said Yogesh Kaduskar, 
Manager, NMMT.

Indran Basu

Ac k n o w l e d g i n g 
her competence 

in introducing and 
implementing innova-
tive teaching methods,  
Global Leaders Founda-
tion has awarded "Inspir-
ing Women Edu Leader” 
Award to  Mrs Sangita 
Bhattacharya, Principal 
of Don Bosco Nerul at 
the twenty third Global 
National Leadership 
Summit held recently. 
Mrs Sangita Bhattacha-
rya is a passionate edu-
cationist and has been at 
the forefront in imple-
menting many innova-
tive teaching methods.  

Global Leaders 
Foundation holds Na-
tional Leadership Sum-
mit where National 
Excellence awards are 
given in various fields 
like education, medicine, 
agriculture etc. This 
year the 23rd National 
Summit  was based on 
the theme ‘Transforma-
tional Reforms in Na-
tion Building’ and Mrs. 
Sangita Bhattacharya 
was awarded the "Inspir-
ing Women Edu Leader 
Award I the Summit 
held on 23rd September 
in New Delhi.  

Having 32 years of 
long experience in the 
field of education, she 
strongly believes and 

follows the Salesian 
charism of education of 
the heart, head and hand 
through loving kind-
ness. She is a guide and 
mentor to the teachers 
and students of the insti-
tution and leads by ex-
ample, empowering all 
who work at Don Bosco.

She had started her 
journey at St Joseph’s 
High School and had 
held post of the Princi-
pal, Headmistress, Sec-
ondary Supervisor. She 
said, “I am passionate 
about education, having 
implemented innovative 
teaching methods like 
collaborative learning, 
blended learning, critical 
thinking, coding, along 
with experiential learn-
ing. During the set back 
of the pandemic hand 
held the teachers to learn 
Tech skills and also im-
plemented Buddy system 
to help the academically 
strugglers. Adoption of 
these by the teachers have 
been some ways to en-

hance academic levels.”
She further informed, 

“We were one of the first 
schools to start the foun-
dational literacy and 
numeracy programs, an 
important part of intro-
ducing mindfulness in 
classrooms and started 
the KYC program (Know 
Your Child) that helps to 
be empathetic teachers”.

Being an avid learn-
er, she had done an on-
line course from Har-
vard Business School on 
Adaptive leadership. She 
unfolded her journey, “I 
am a part of Alokit - an 
organization for devel-
opment of school lead-
ers. They nominated me 
as a representative to 
the Global School Lead-
ers Summit which hap-
pened virtually in Dubai. 
Presently, I am a part of 
a group of facilitators 
coached by “Creatnet” 
a Delhi based group 
-committed to strength-
ening School Leaders 
by looking inwards.”

Double decker to 
run in Navi Mumbai now

Principal Don Bosco receives 
'Inspiring Women Edu Leader' Award

Staff of Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital, Navi Mumbai celebrate 5th day of Navratri with 
enthusiasm (By Chandrashekhar Hendve)

On the 5th day of Navratri, the staff of M.T.Thacker & Associates adorned themselves in green 
attire in keeping with the theme of the nine Navratri colours.

By Staff Reporter

The women executive 
of the Republican 

Party of India (Athwale) 
was elected on Septem-
ber 28 at Mahape. Sheila 
Bodde was re-elected as 
the Navi Mumbai Dis-
trict President of Repub-
lican Party's Women's 
Alliance. Also as work-
ing president Mandakini 
Ohol, General Secretary 
Nanda Gaikwad, Orga-
nization Secretary Adv. 
Anuksha Barve, Youth 
President Anjali Jagtap 
were elected.

The selection was 
made in the presence of 
Abhaya Sonwane, District 
President of Navi Mum-

bai Sidram Ohol, Mara-
tha Regional President 
Balasaheb Mirje. Newly 
appointed Women's 
President Sheila Bodde 
expressed the determi-
nation to send at least 
five women corporators 
of Mahila Aghadi to the 
Municipal Corporation in 
the upcoming Navi Mum-
bai Municipal election.

State Women's vice 
president Sasikala Jad-
hav, RIPI leader Ma-
hesh Khare, Navi Mum-
bai general secretary 
Parameshwara Gae-
kwad, working presi-
dent Yuvraj More, youth 
leaders Yashpal Ohol, 
Maruti Sawant, Ramesh 
Bodde, were present in 
the meeting.

Women District Executive of RPI NM announced
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CIDCO conducts 
demolition drive at Ghansoli, 

Ulwe and in NAINA areas

The City and Indus-
trial Development 

Corporation (CIDCO) 
has started taking action 
against unauthorized 
structures constructed 
without obtaining the 
development permis-
sion. Demolition drives 
were undertaken at Vi-
chumbe, Usarli, Kolkhe 
and Palidevad in CI-
DCO’s Navi Mumbai 
Airport Influence Area 
(NAINA) on 24th, 26th, 
27th and 28th Septem-
ber, 2022. Demolition 
drive was also organised 
at sector-21, Ghansoli 
and sector-2, 3 and 5, 
Ulwe in Thane and 
Raigad district of Navi 
Mumbai respectively on 
26 September 2022.

During the demoli-
tion drive in NAINA 
area the unauthorized 
constructions like tem-
porary eateries, veg-
etable shops, nursery, 
scrap shop and stalls etc. 
constructed at Vichum-
be, Usarlu and Kolkhe 
were demolished. Also, 
the unauthorized con-
structions like tempo-
rary mutton and chicken 
shops, stalls of flowers 
and garlands, vegetable 
cart etc. constructed 

at Mauje Palidevad on 
Panvel-Matheran road 
were demolished.    

During the demoli-
tion drive in Ghansoli, 
the unauthorized con-
struction of bricks and 
the cement shed on CI-
DCO’s reserved plot for 
12.5% scheme in sector-
21, Ghansoli was de-
molished. Also, the tem-
porary and unauthorized 
stall of chicken shop, 
garage, scrap shop and 
other stalls constructed 
in sector-2, 3 and 5, 
Ulwe were demolished.

An official said, 
above mentioned en-
croachments- unauthor-
ized constructions were 
constructed by violating 
the prevalent regulations 
and policy of CIDCO 
and without taking any 
permission of CIDCO 
administration by fol-
lowing the due proce-
dure of law demolished 
those encroachments.

The demolition drive 

in the NAINA area was 
carried out successfully 
with the participation of 
officials from CIDCO’s 
CCUC (NAINA) de-
partment, CIDCO’s se-
curity guards and MSF 
workers. The demolition 
drive in Navi Mumbai 
was carried success-
fully with the participa-
tion of the local police 
unit, officials from CI-
DCO’s CCUC depart-
ment, CIDCO’s police 
team, security guards 
and MSF workers. 

Total 10 laborers 
were employed and the 
machinery used was 1 
JCB and 2 Jeeps dur-
ing the demolition drive 
in NAINA area.  While 
carrying the demolition 
drive in Navi Mumbai 
at Ghansoli 10 laborers 
were employed and the 
machinery used was 1 
JCB, and 3 jeeps and 10 
laborers were employed 
and 1 JCB and 1 jeep 
were used while carry-
ing the demolition drive 
at Ulwe.

By Crime Reporter

On Sunday evening 
near the toll booth 

on Vashi bridge, the 
driver of the dumper, 
who was coming to Navi 
Mumbai from Mumbai, 
lost control and hit nine 
vehicles. All the nine 
vehicles were extensive-
ly damaged and three 
people were injured. 
After this accident, the 
dumper driver escaped 
and the Vashi police de-
tained the cleaner along 
with the dumper. It is 
said that due to the fail-
ure of the steering of the 
dumper, the driver lost 
control over the dumper.

Dumper No. MH-46-
AF-6694 involved in this 
accident was coming to 
Navi Mumbai carrying 
debris from Mumbai on 
Sunday evening. The 
driver lost control of 
the dumper after it came 
near the toll booth. So 
the dumper went ahead 
hitting all the vehicles 
in front of it. After that, 
this dumper hit a two-
wheeler on the side of 

the road and stopped. 
The dumper driver then 
fled. In this accident, 
two persons on the bike 
were trapped. Both of 
them were evacuated 
by traffic police and fire 
brigade personnel. But 
both of them sustained 
serious injuries on their 
legs.

Similarly, one per-
son in the car sustained 
minor injuries. All the 
injured in this accident 
have been admitted to the 
hospital for treatment.

In this accident, 9 to 
10 vehicles such as ST 
bus, WagonR car, Mer-
cedes car, tempo, Ta-
vera, I-20, Baleno and 
a two-wheeler and other 
vehicles were damaged 
in this accident.

The Vashi police 
have seized the dumper 
that caused the accident 
and started searching 
for the dumper driver 
who escaped. Due to 
this accident, there was 
a traffic jam on the Vashi 
bridge on the lane going 
towards Pune. 

Dumper driver 
loses control on 

Vashi bridge
Three injured as the dumper  
collides with 9 to 10 vehicles

There is an atmosphere 
of excitement as Navi 

Mumbai gears up to host 
the Under 17 Women's 
FIFA World Cup. The 
commissioner of the Navi 
Mumbai Municipal Cor-
poration (NMMC) Abijit 
Bangar held a special re-
view meeting to discuss 
the ongoing preparation 
for the tournament. Mr. 
Bangar during the meet-
ing said that it is a matter 
of pride that Navi Mumbai 
is the host city and that the civic 
body is leaving no stones un-
turned to ensure the tournament is 
enjoyed by all.

Five Important five matches 
of FIFA U-17 Women's Football 

World Cup 2022 are taking place 
from 11th to 30th October at 
D.Y. Patil Stadium on 12th, 15th, 
18th, 21st and 30th October 2022. 
Teams from 16 countries including 
USA, Morocco, Brazil, Germany, 
Nigeria, Chile, New Zealand, 

Spain, Columbia, Mexico, China, 
Japan, Tanzania, Canada, France 
and host India will participate in 
this global tournament. The teams 
will practice before the matches at 
the international standard Yash-
wantrao 

Football fever grips city
Navi Mumbai gears up to host U/17 Women's FIFA World Cup

Continued on page... 3
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Whether to stop giving home-
work altogether or to continue the 
age old practise of giving home-
work, if yes then how much? has 
been an ongoing debate among 
parents and school management. 
The issue has once again caught 
the attention after the state educa-
tion minister said that the state is 
contemplating doing away with the 
homework for students in schools.

Homework has been a part 
of the Indian teaching method. 
Whether the method has yielded 
the needful result is not known as 
there are no actual records to prove 
it unlike in the western countries. 
Earlier, during the 80 and early 
90s, homework was mainly given 
in subjects which required much 
practice such as maths and sci-
ence that too from higher classes 
i.e. 6th standard onwards. How-
ever, of late there has been a trend 
where children in 1st standards 
are given homework as well.

Schools and education stake-
holders need to actually change 

the rules and make the process of 
learning fun based rather than sim-
ply putting extra pressure on just 
completing homework and notes 
of school. On an average a child 
spends minimum 2 hours every 
day doing homework apart from 
that there is mounting pressure of 
preparing for weekly and monthly 
exams and tests. Eventually, the 
child is left with no extra time for 
hobbies or any other extracurricu-
lar activities.  

While homeworks help students 
prepare for tests, but too much 
homework overwhelms students. 
Excessive amounts of homework 
prevent students from learning 
anything because they are just try-
ing to get it done quickly.

Most schools assume all stu-
dents work relatively fast on 
homework and class assignments, 
but that’s not the case for every 
student. Every student learns at 
a different pace. With changing 
times, the method of teaching 
needs to change.

Keeping the school bags light
The Alert Citizens’ 

Committee (ACT) 
forum has once again 
raised its voice against 
the age-old menace of 
hoarding that blocks the 
view of traffic signals.

“Needless to say that 
these can lead to acci-
dents,” ACT convenor 
and activist B N Kumar 
pointed out.

He asked: “Why 
should the citizens be 
forced to go to courts 
seeking justice and en-
forcement of the law?”

“Motorists will get 
fined if they inadvertently 
jump the signals which 
are not visible,” Kumar 
said in his tweet and e-
mails to Navi Mumbai 
Municipal and Police 
Commissioners.

Attaching the latest 
photographs shot at Kopri 
junction on Palm Beach 
Road at Vashi, ACT won-
dered as to why and how 

does NMMC allow such 
hoardings?

Parsik Hill-based ac-
tivist Vishnu Joshi asked, 
“Why can’t the police 
take action and how 
many times do the people 
have to keep reminding 
the authorities?”

“Please have them re-
moved and permanently 
ban hoardings at such 
places all over the city 
before the citizens them-
selves act,” Kumar said 

and pointed out that this 
has the potential of creat-
ing a law and order situ-
ation.

Joshi said, on an ear-
lier occasion, the officials 
pulled down the hoarding 
with birthday greetings 
to a former MLA at the 
same site. But the bill-
boards keep cropping up 
again and again, he said 
and asked: “Are they not 
visible to the police and 
civic officials?”

By Ryhea George

Right to Information Day was cele-
brated in Maharashtra and during 

the same two sessions were conducted 
in Kurla and in Panvel. Explaining the 
importance of these 
days, RTI activist 
Anil Galgali asserted 
that the maximum 
number of citizens 
need to use the RTI 
Act and the govern-
ment agencies need 
to cooperate with the 
citizens to the same 
extent. RTI activist 
Anil Galgali partici-
pated in the lectures 
organized in separate sessions at La-
bour Commissioner Bhawan, Kurla L 
Ward in Bandra and Congress Bhawan 
in Panvel.

RTI activist Anil Galgali said, “ 
This is the first time that a law has 
been passed for the public which guar-
antees information within 30 days. 
Now it is the responsibility of the peo-

ple to make maximum use of the law 
and make it successful.

Deputy Commissioner Bhaskar 
Morde, Assistant Commissioner Ro-
han Rumale, Satish Totawar, Praveen 

Kawle, Santosh 
Kokat, Anand Bho-
sale, Avinash Vade, 
Rajesh Jadhav were 
present at the Labor 
Commissioner Bha-
wan in Bandra.

Assistant Com-
missioner Mahadev 
Shinde presided 
over the program in 
the discussion ses-
sion held in the Ward 

Committee at Kurla L Ward.
Anil Galgali guided the Public In-

formation Officers at both the places. 
Anil Galgali also participated in Jana-
jagruti Consumer Manch Raigad, Pan-
vel Branch and Panvel Taluka Retired 
Sevak Mandal dignitaries and guided 
the citizens on Right to Information 
Day in Congress Bhavan Hall.

Hoardings block traffic signals in Vashi

It is people’s responsibility to make 
maximum use of RTI Act: Anil Galgali

Activists ask NMMC, cops to remove them

Right to Information Day was celebrated at 
Labour Commissioner , Kurla L Ward and Panvel

Shri Ramsheth Thakur 
Social Development 

Mandal and Middle 
Class Society Mitra 
Mandal Panvel has or-
ganized the Navratri 
festival 'Zhankar Navra-
trotsav 2022'. On Mon-
day, 26th September, 

Ghatwas installation 
and Devi was installed 
by BJP Raigad District 
President Panvel MLA 
Prashant Thakur and his 
wife Varsha Prashant 
Thakur. Live Dandiya 
Night has been orga-
nized daily at 7:30 PM 

at Middle Class Society 
Ground in Panvel city 
from today till 5th Octo-
ber. 100 winners will be 
given attractive prizes 
every day. On the last 
day, the ultimate winner 
will be given a 'Scooty' 
two-wheeler as a prize.

Zhankar Navratrotsav 2022 in Panvel
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With a view to promote eco-
tourism in Maharashtra coast, 

the State Mangrove Foundation has 
picked eight destinations to introduce 
tide-pooling - an outdoor activity 
along the shoreline during low tide 
to view this previously hidden biodi-
versity and ecosystem at such rocky 
intertidal zones.

“We are assessing the feasibility of 
introducing this activity across these 
eight locations by involving the local 
community, and further plans are be-
ing developed for this based on the 
study,” Virendra Tiwari, Mangrove 
Foundation Executive Director, Man-
grove Foundation, said.

Eight locations along coastal Ma-
harashtra - three in Sindhudurg dis-
trict namely Tambeldeg, Kunkeshwar 
and Bhogwe while five locations in 
Ratnagiri district including Katghar, 
Hedvi, Kharviwada, Velas and Vel-
neshwar - have the potential for coast-
al tide pool tourism as a livelihood 
options for the local communities.  

The intertidal zone of rocky coasts 
is home to some amazing formations, 
including intertidal rock pools (also 
known as tide pools), which serve as 
microhabitats for numerous coastal 
creatures.

The rocky coast has the highest 
density of macroorganisms compared 
to other intertidal shores, as well as 
the greatest diversity of animal and 
plant species. Numerous marine crea-
tures use the tide pools as refuge, 
food sources, and nursery grounds, 
the Mangrove Foundation said.

“This is a great initiative to pro-
mote education and knowledge about 
coastal biodiversity,” said B N Kumar, 
director of NatConnect Foundation. 
“These kinds of projects should help 
in creating awareness to protect our 
coasts at a time when an increasing 
number of projects are being allowed 
under the guise of infrastructure and 
development,” Kumar said.

The Mangrove and Marine Bio-
diversity Conservation Foundation 
of Maharashtra funded the study by 
the Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithol-

ogy and Natural History (SACON) 
under its Small Grants Programme. 
The study - Documentation of 
fauna from Tide pool ecosystems 
along the Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg 
Coast, Maharashtra - led by Goldin 
Quadros, Shirish Manchi and Sid-
dhesh Bhave found a wide range of 
sea creatures with 303 coastal species 
overall across these rocky tide pools.

This included 30 seaweed and 
algae species, 80 phytoplankton spe-
cies, 73 zooplankton species, 90 spe-
cies of megafauna, both vertebrates 
(mammals, birds, reptiles and fish-
es) and invertebrates (crustaceans, 
echinoderms, annelids, amphipods 
among others), as well as 30 bird spe-
cies, across the two coastal Konkan 
districts covering 288 km.

The goal is to systematically cata-
logue the rocky tide pools, he said 
and explained that researchers sur-
veyed 45 rocky coastal areas and se-
lected 25 locations with a continuous 
500-metre long rocky coastline for 
this study, Tiwari said.

More rocky intertidal areas were 
documented in Ratnagiri than in the 
Sindhudurg district. The survey was 
done during three seasons - pre-mon-
soon, monsoon, and post-monsoon. 
All the rocky tide pools in Sindhu-
durg district had good species diver-
sity, with maximum species recorded 
at Kunkeshwar and minimum at 
Girye Ghari pools, the study found. 
In Ratnagiri district, maximum spe-
cies diversity was recorded at Velas 
(also famous for the Turtle festival) 
and minimum observed at Gaokhadi 
rocky tide pools.

“The ecosystems in rocky tide 
pools are significant because they 
support a wide range of biodiver-
sity. These pools can soon provide 
food security, in addition to serving 
as nursery for a range of species. The 
coastal youth can have a means of 
subsistence if they have a grasp of 
ecosystem diversity, functions, and 
values,” said Goldin Quadros, Princi-
pal Scientist at SACON and author of 
the study.

Tide pooling ecotourism planned 
at 8 places along Maha Coast

Mangrove Foundation explores 
livelihood options for local communities

Chavan Stadium in Sec-
tor 19, Nerul, said Bangar

While giving impor-
tant instruction in order 
to create "football fe-
ver" in the city of Navi 
Mumbai on the occasion 
of the World Cup, since 
"Swachh Survekshan 
2023" is starting dur-
ing the same period, the 
commissioner suggested 
that the important chowk 
and exhibition spaces of 
the city should be deco-
rated in accordance with 
the football game.

The Commissioner 
gave strict attention to 
the cleanliness of the city. 
He also directed that the 
medical and fire teams 
should keep in touch 
with the officials of the 
Football Association and 
deploy their teams and 
other vehicles including 

ambulances at appropri-
ate places to take special 
care on the match days.

Since a large number 
of sports fans will come to 
watch these matches, the 
Commissioner instruct-
ed the Traffic Police De-
partment to pay special 
attention towards traffic 
management and park-
ing arrangements. The 
Commissioner informed 
that the relevant depart-
ments of the Municipal 
Corporation should fully 
cooperate in planning 
all the matters required 
by the traffic police and 
ensure that citizens are 
not inconvenienced by 
proper planning through 
mutual coordination. 
An important element 
in traffic and parking 
planning is the notice 
board and he suggested 
that these notice boards 
should be displayed in 
front of the public so 

that they can be easily 
seen by the citizens. The 
commissioner also di-
rected to ensure that wa-
ter supply in the stadium 
area remains smooth 
during this period.

The meeting was at-
tended by Additional 
Commissioner Sanjay 
Kakade, City Engineer 
Sanjay Desai, Deputy 
Commissioner of Trans-
port Police Purushottam 
Karad, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Sports Depart-
ment Somnath Potre and 
other department heads 
and related officials as 
well as FIFA officials 
Roma Khanna, Mandeep 
Saharan, Arpita Nakhwa, 
Shruti Daga, Uma Shan-
kar Kanojia and Dr. DY 
Patil Director of Stadium 
Management Shri. Vrin-
dan Jadhav and concerned 
Municipal Corporation, 
Police Officers and Foot-
ball Federation officials.

Continued from page...1

Football  
fever grips city...

By Ryhea George

Divine foundation, 
working for the so-

ciety and environment 
recently conducted a 
dental and ENT drive 
for underprivileged chil-
dren from Desire Soci-
ety orphanage in Vashi. 
Around 32 children aged 
between five to twelve 
were given treatment for 
the dental treatment and 
11 children were treat-
ed for ENT along with 
the caretakers and staff 
present. The foundation 
also provided the nec-

essary medication for 
the children. The dental 
check-up was conduct-
ed by Dr. Hitesh Pawar 
(Endodontist) and ENT 
check-up was conducted 
by Dr. TanushShah

Speaking to News-
band, Founder Presi-
dent of Divine founda-
tion mentioned, “Our 
Foundation takes initia-
tives of reaching out to 
the poor and the under-
privileged children. We 
conducted a camp for 
special children for or-
phans in an orphanage 

based in Vashi.
Dr Hitesh Pawar and 

his team conducted this 
camp for nearly forty 
children. He has also 
assured the kids to get 
them treated at a big hos-
pital nearby for further 
treatment as and when 
required. The doctor 
also gifted the children 
with a beautiful gift. 

Dr. Tanush Shah 
said, “Out of the 11 
children 1 is in immedi-
ate need for surgery and 
we would be arranging 
for that soon”. 

Divine Foundation conducts 
dental and ENT check-up for children
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By Ryhea George

Acting on the complaints from the 
residents, the Kharghar Congress 

Committee has written  to the Panvel 
City Municipal Corporation (PCMC) 
to remove the dumping stop for waste 
collected in Kharghar and take it di-
rectly to Taloja MIDC dumping yard. 
The residents around sector-30 area 
of Kharghar have been complaining 
about the massive accumulation of 
garbage at the dumping stop which is 
causing several health issues.

Speaking to Newsband, Mussadif 
Modak, working president of Kharghar 
Congress said, “Due to the presence 
of a dumping stop in the vicinity, the 
residents not only have to bear the foul 
stench but are facing health issues as 

well. The garbage collected is in mas-
sive amounts which decomposes and 
causes air pollution. People are not 
able to stand outside due to the ob-
noxious stench. We want the PCMC 
officials to directly take the garbage to 
Taloja MIDC dumping yard rather than 
bring it to this dumping stop which is a 
double task for them as well.”

Dr. Swapnil Pawar, Vice President 
of Congress in Panvel District said, 
“Many residents have complained 
about this issue. Moreover, having a 
dumping stop so close to any residen-
tial area is absurd as it can lead to seri-
ous health issues and can be breeding 
grounds for insects. PCMC officials 
need to find a solution as it is an issue 
of public health and pollution.”

Congress committee demands removal of 
dumping stop from sector-30 in Kharghar

By Ryhea George

As all civic bod-
ies and Municipal 

Corporations are striv-
ing towards making the 
city clean, the residents 
of PCMC jurisdiction 
are complaining about 
the poor maintenance 
of footpaths in the area. 
It is alleged that the 
weeds and grass can 
be seen growing on the 
footpath due to which 
the pathways have be-
come slippery.

Speaking to News-
band, a resident from 
Kharghar Swap-
nil Pawar said, "In 
Kharghar, especially 
in sector-34 and 35 
we can see weeds and 
grass growing on the 
footpath. This is caus-
ing a great deal of in-
convenience to the 
pedestrians. It is un-
fortunate that the civic 
body is not regularly 
trimming, cutting and 
maintaining the area. 

Why is PCMC not de-
ploying more officers 
for sanitation? The 
grass can also cause 
moss-like situations 
which can lead to slip-
ping and falling on the 
footpaths."

Another resident 
Pravin Jadhav said, "On 

one hand we are striv-
ing hard to make the 
city one of the cleanest 
cities in the country, 
but on the other hand 
we are failing to pay 
attention to such small 
issues. There should be 
regular maintenance of 
the footpaths."

Residents demand proper 
maintenance of footpath

Ask PCMC officials to remove  grass and weeds

Maha Rath Yatra, 
a pompous Jain 

procession, was held on 
Sunday, the 25th Sep-
tember of 2022, receiv-
ing widespread applause 
for its opulence and or-
ganisation. This proces-
sion, extolling the Jain 
Regime, passed through 
major roads of Greater 
Mumbai. Jain Sanghs 
from Bhiwandi to By-
culla and Nalasopara to 
Walkeshwar participat-
ed in this enormous con-
gregation; the pleasant 
weather, too, aided the 
procession in reaching 
a successful completion.

People from not only 
Mumbai City and Mum-
bai Suburban, but also 
from several parts of In-
dia, took to the streets to 
witness and pay homage 
to the mile-long Maha 
Rath Yatra. Thousands 
of children & young-
sters zealously danced 
throughout the duration 
of this procession. The 
wide roads of Mumbai 
too seemed incapable 
of containing within 
themselves this con-
gregational procession, 
which primarily com-
prised the adherents of 
Their Holinesses Acha-
rya Shri Vijay Siddhi 
Suri M.S., Acharya Shri 
Vijay Ramchandra Suri 
M.S., Acharya Shri Vi-
jay Shantichandra Suri 
M.S. and Acharya Shri 

Vijay Amrut Suri M.S.
His Holiness Acha-

rya Shri Vijay Punya-
palsuriswarji Maharaja, 
who is the Gachchha-
dhipati or Supreme Head 
of the Acharya Shri Vi-
jay Ramchandrasuri 
Samuday – the largest 
order of Jain monks and 
nuns – blessed the pro-
cession with his august 
presence despite his frail 
health; the enthusiasm 
of the four-fold Sangh 
soared on seeing His 

Holiness arrive. Such 
was the fervour that the 
Sangh resolved to hold 
such a precession every 
year, and the date for 
the Maha Rath Yatra in 
the year of 2023 and the 
details of its key donors 
were also declared at 
that very moment.

The Hon’ble Gover-
nor of Maharashtra Shri 
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, 
Cabinet Minister Shri 
Mangalprabhat Lodha, 

MLA Smt. Geetaben 
Jain, Smt. Saina NC, 
and also other dignitar-
ies graced the Rath Ya-
tra with their presence. 
The Maha Rath Yatra 
concluded at Motisha 
Lalbaug Jain Upashraya 
with a brief religious 
discourse imparted by 
leading Jain Acharyas, 
felicitation of aspirants 
seeking to become 
monks in the near future, 
as well as children who 
attend _Pathshala_ for 

spiritual learning. This 
was followed by lunch 
for everyone, and a “Ma-
hapuja” in the evening 
at the Chandanbala Jain 
Temple, a remarkable 
display of flowers, lights 
and soothing music.

This Maha Rath 
Yatra was held in strict 
compliance with spiri-
tual practices as out-
lined in the Jain scrip-
tures and authoritative 
traditions.

Mumbai city witnesses an  
unprecedented religious procession

By Staff Reporter

Residents as well as 
motorists are fac-

ing trouble due to the 
unauthorized garage 
running next to the ICL 
school in the residen-
tial section of Turbhe 
village.

It is alleged that as 
the vehicles coming for 
repair in this garage are 
parked on the road, the 
citizens, especially the 
school students, are 
forced to walk on the 
road as the footpaths 
are occupied by the ga-
rage guys and their be-

longings.
“Due to the vehicles 

in these garages, many 
times other vehicles get 

stuck and there is a traf-
fic jam. The motorists 
traveling on this road 
also have to suffer for no 

reason”, said a motorist.
A resident Durga 

Raju alleges that these 
unauthorized garage 

operators are getting 
protection from the mu-
nicipal authorities and 
the traffic police.

Residents demand action against 
unauthorized garages in Turbhe village


